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cause malaria, found as cell parasites in most animals. They are Protozoa, and belong to the order known as Sporozoa.

Coccinella.   See Lady-bird.

Cocco, Coco Root, or Eddoes, plants of the genus Xanithosoma or Colocasia, and of the nearly allied genus Caladium, of the order Aracae, widely cultivated in tropical countries for their edible, starchy root stocks. They are sometimes included under the name Yam, but are different from the true yam. See TARO.

Coccosteus, a remarkable fossil fish characteristic of the Old Red Sandstone and Devonian rocks of North America and Europe. It is supposed to belong to the group Dipnoi, and was covered with a shield consisting of hard, bony plates. The tail was naked, and devoid of plates or scales.

Coccosteus.

Cocculus, a genus of berry-bearing shrubs belonging to the order of Menispermaceae. Anamirta paniculata is a native of the East Indies, and is the source of the very poisonous Cocculus Indicus, cocculus berries, or 'fish berries' of commerce. The active ingredient is a bitter, very potent substance known as Picrotoxin, which constitutes about one-half per cent, of the weight of the seeds, It is a drug and an intoxicant.

Coccus  Insects.    See  Coccidae.

Coccyx, the small rudimentary bone at lower end of the spinal column. See SPINAL COLUMN.

Cochabamba, department of Bolivia. Its chief towns are Cochabamba, Sacaba, Tapa-cari, and Misques. Area, 23,000 sq. m.; p. 381,000,

Cochabamba, capital of Cochabamba department, Bolivia; 130 m. s.c. of La Paz. It containb a cathedral, university, theatre, and other buildings. The town was founded in 1573, and was then called Oropeza; p. 35,574.

Cochem, town, Rhine province, Prussia, at the junction of the Moselle and the Endert; 25 m. s.w. of Coblenz. The ancient castle of the archbishops of Trevcs is situated on a hill to the south; p. 3,800.

Cochin, a fowl.   Sec Poultry.

Cochin, feudatory state in India, lying between Travancorc and Malabar, on the west shore of the Madras Presidency, with an area of 1,361 sq. m. Until about the middle of the 9th century Cochin formed part of the ancient kingdom of Chera or Kerala. In 1662 it was seized by the Dutch; and in 1799, on the fall of Scringapatam, it passed to the British; p. 979,019. The captial is Ernakolam. The chief commercial center is Mattancheri, adjoining the British town of Cochin.

Cochin (Kochchi, or Kochchibandar, 'small port'), a seaport town and former capital of Cochin state, Madras, India; 87 m. s.w. of Coimbatore. Tradition says that St. Thomas the apostle visited it in 52 A.D., and made several converts. In 1502 Vasco da Gama established a factory. In 1530 Cochin was visited by St. Francis Xavicr. In 1663 it passed into the hands of the Dutch; in 1795 the English besieged and captured it, to whom it was formally ceded in 1814; p. 20,000.

Cochin-China, (French, Basse Cochin-China), French dependency in the extreme s.w. of Indo-China. Total area, about 20,000 sq.m. The coast has no port. Saigon, on the River Saigon, and Mytho, on a branch of the Mekong delta, accommodate vessels of largest tonnage. Cochin-China is mostly a vast, rapidly extending alluvial plain formed by the deltas of the Mekong and Donai, the Saigon, and the Great and Little Vaico, all connected by an intricate network of canals. To the east of the Saigon the land rises into an undulating wooded region 1,800 to 2,600 ft. high, which is said to contain gold and tin deposits. Forest covers nearly 20,000,000 acres. Canalization in Mytho province has reclaimed over 200,000 acres, and the yearly reclamation of land for rice averages 25,000 acres. The fauna comprises the tiger, panther, elephant, bear, serpent, pelican, ibis, etc. Buffaloes are employed as beasts of burden; zebus (oxen) are also used in harness. 4 Swine, poultry, and ducks are largely reared. More than one-fourth of the total area is under cultivation, and of this about four-fifths are under rice.